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Some of the liberal periodicals have lately been using again a phrase 
- that several years ago became shopworn but has been little emphasized in 
wa the past two or three years: “The Bible Belt.” Generally the term is 
used in a manner that makes it sound like a sneer. 
tter = What is the “Bible Belt”? Apparently as it is now used it no longer 
p of 


means a certain area of the South or Southwest but rather refers to a 
state of mind or of personal belief. To the self-styled “liberal” in theolo 

it means apparently any section of the nation or segment of the people in 
which or by whom the Bible is accepted as the Word of God and believed 
in as “the only infallible rule of faith and practice.” 


usta, 


the In our way of thinking it is disturbing to hear ministers of the Gospel, 
shed who have spoken solemn vows to preach in accordance with the teachings 
set ee of their Church, speaking derisively of those who believe the New Testa- 


ment, the only source of our knowledge of that Gospel. If one does not 
believe the Bible, what is there left to preach—and why preach at all? 


In Acts 11:26 it is recorded that “In Antioch the disciples were first 

; called Christians.” Some scholars believe that when the term “Christian” 

IE was first used by the people of Antioch it was meant in derision. 

If “Bible Belt” is also meant as a derisive term, as apparently it is, we 

may some day find that it too has become a title of honor. In any case, 

let no one who believes the Bible to be the Word of God be ashamed of 
that belief. He is in good company. 


q e —The Christian Observer. 
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The greatly increased circulation of 
the Journal throughout the UPUSA 
(Northern Presbyterian) Church in- 
dicates that we are increasingly in 
touch with people who want to have 
something to say about problems that 
do not necessarily affect the US 
Church. This does not mean that we 
are looking over someone else’s fence, 
but that we are sometimes the only 
organ through which a brother over 
“yonder” can make himself heard. A 
good example of what we mean ap- 
pears in a communication received 
this week in which a UPUSA brother 
wants to be heard: 





“It is time,” begins the communica- 
tion, “for concerned persons to raise 
their voices against practices and poli- 
cies they deem unwise. For instance, 
when is a national Church (on the 
mission field) to be counted strong 
enough to become independent and to 
take control of all missionary work, 
money and institutions? The UPUSA 
Church has just dissolved its Mission 
in Venezuela, integrating the func- 
tions of the Mission into the Presby- 
terian Church of Venezuela and plac- 
ing its missionaries under the super- 
vision and control of that Church. The 
Presbyterian Church of Venezuela has 
only 8 organized congregations. There 
are nearly twice as many missionaries 
under the control of that Church as 
there are ordained ministers in it.” 





We have in hand the official Labor 
Day Message issued by the National 
Council of Churches to be read from 
all the pulpits of the land on Labor 
Sunday, Sept. 3. The title of the mes- 
sage: “Automation — of critical con- 
cern to the Churches.” The NCC 
means to classify automation (the 
process of manufacturing through the 
use of automatic machinery) with 
other serious social sins requiring the 
Church’s attention. This sin is to be 
healed by calling on Big Government. 
Proclaims the sermon of the day: “We 
recognize the genius of those who have 
contrived the new machines and meth- 
ods. . . . However, goods are increas- 
ingly produced with less work, and 
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KOREA — Protestant churchmen in 
South Korea have presented pictorial 
evidence of the growth of the native 
clergy from the ranks of former Com- 
munist soldiers to the president of the 
republic. 


The accompanying photo, taken in 
the president’s office, shows the presen- 
tation of a display containing pictures 
of 104 North Koreans, former prison- 
ers of war who have embraced Chris- 
tianity, graduated from religious train- 
ing schools and entered fulltime Chris- 
tian service. 


From left to right are: Chaplain 
Sukk-bong Yang, chief of chaplains of 
the ROK Army and an ordained pas- 
tor of the Korean Holiness (Free 
Methodist) Church; President Posun 
Yun, a Presbyterian; a secretary to 
the president; Dr. Harold Voelkel, a 
missionary who was chaplain to North 
Korean POW’s during the Korean 
War; and Jee-suh Pahk, ordained 
minister of the Presbyterian Church 
in Korea, who supervised work among 
North Korean POW’s. (RNS Photo) 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — 
The year 1960 was the blackest for 
crime in the history of the United 
States, J. Edgar Hoover, director of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
reported here. Rising ominously for 
the past decade, the crime rate in- 
creased by 14 per cent during the year, 
as 1,861,000 serious crimes were re- 
ported to police, an increase of 230,- 
870 over the previous record set in 
1959. 


The number of crimes committed in 
1960 was almost twice the number of 
offenses reported to police in 1950, an 
increase of 98 per cent over the past 
decade. 


With population gaining only 18 
per cent in this period, this means that 
the crime rate per capita is now 66 
per cent greater than ten years ago. 


During a year in which a murder 
was committed every 58 minutes, 
every category of crime showed an 
increase, the annual FBI report show- 
ed. A crime of some kind is committed 
every 15 seconds, Mr. Hoover report- 
ed. A forcible rape occurs every 34 
minutes, a stabbing or other aggra- 
vated assault every four minutes, a 
burglary every 39 seconds. An auto- 
mobile is stolen every two minutes. 





Juvenile delinquency reached a level 
that not even the most pessimistic 
alarmists foresaw. Juvenile arrests 


have more than doubled since 1950 
and increased nine per cent in 1960, 
with adult arrests increasing only one 
per cent. One youth out of every 26 
between the ages of 10 and 17 was in 
serious trouble with police during the 
(See Editorial, “Crime,” p. 8.) 


year. 





Sermon Competition 
Planned in December 


WHEATON, Ill. (CNS)—A sermon 
competition in which the first place 
award will be a two-week, expense- 
paid trip to the Holy Land and Rome 
has been announced by the National 
Association of Evangelicals to launch 
its “Return the Bible to the Heart of 
the Nation” program. 


Dr. George L. Ford, executive direc- 
tor of the two million-member cooper- 
ative Protestant organization, said the 
Bible preaching phase of the program 
will focus on Universal Bible Sunday 
— December 10, 1961 — with “The 
Bible in National Life Sermon 
Awards.” The competition is open to 
any pastor or military chaplain who 
will preach in his pulpit on that Sun- 
day a sermon on the general theme 
“The Place of the Bible in the Life of 
the Nation.” The sermons may then 
be submitted for judging. 


The first place award, valued at 
$1,000, is given by Crusader’s Bible 
Studies of Oklahoma City, Okla., which 
produces and markets a course of 
study covering the entire Bible. The 
second place award will be 200 books 
for the minister’s library. These books 
are valued at approximately $750 and 
are being provided by Baker Book 
House, Broadman Press, Concordia 
Publishing House, Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., Harper and Brothers, 
Kregel Publications, Moody Press, Ox- 
ford University Press, Fleming H. 
Revell Co., and Zondervan Publishing 
House. 
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Another ‘Presbyterian Worthy’ — 


John Bailey Adger 


Missionary And Teacher 


Young ministers finishing Columbia 
Seminary in the earliest years of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., learned 
from an influential professor that the 
power of the Church depends on her 
use of the Scriptures. 


This man who had a large part in 
molding the denomination during its 
infancy was Dr. John B. Adger, one 
of three professors who re-opened the 
seminary after the War Between the 
States. Dr. Adger, foreign mission- 
ary, home missionary and teacher, 
based his whole life on God as He is 
revealed in the Bible. 


And until his death, he preached and 
wrote that the Church must be cen- 
tered around the Word, grounded in 
the Word, and committed to conserv- 
ing and proclaiming God’s Word as 
found in the Scriptures. 


John Bailey Adger arrived at his be- 
liefs about the power of the Word and 
its place in one’s life through a series 
of personal experiences which began 
at his mother’s knee in Charleston, S. 
C. He was born in Charleston in 1810, 
the son of James Adger and Sarah 
Ellison Adger. His mother has been 
described as a devout, humble Chris- 
tian woman who brought up her chil- 
dren in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. His father was a hard- 
ware merchant who did not come into 
the church until after his son had re- 
peatedly spoken to him about his soul’s 
salvation. 


An incident early in life pointed to 
the trait of determination that would 
later characterize this man. As a 
small boy, Adger had an elevated seat 
in the family pew in Charleston’s Sec- 
ond Church. To help him through the 
service his mother brought along a 
biscuit. One Sunday he put a piece of 
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biscuit up his nose to amuse himself 
quietly, but the quiet was broken with 
a shattering yell when the tot sud- 
denly realized that he couldn’t get the 
morsel out. 


He made such a disturbance that the 
service was interrupted. During the 
week members of the family teasingly 
told him that the next Sunday he 
would have to go into the pulpit and 
apologize. The family forgot, but the 
small boy didn’t. During the service 
the next Sunday he slipped out of his 
seat. He had reached the bottom pul- 
pit step and was starting up when 
they caught him. ° 


While his mother’s training was in- 
fluential in shaping his life, it was not 
until a poor, lame Canadian associate 
at Union College, Schenectady, ap- 
proached him with a-word of personal 
testimony that he decided to accept 
Christ as- his: Saviour. A year after 
his graduation from college he enter- 
ed Princeton Seminary. 


MISSIONARY TO ARMENIANS 


It was at Princeton that the idea of 
serving as a foreign missionary was 
presented to him. He was married to 
Elizabeth Shrewsbury in June 1834, 








Always The Same 


It is impossible to render God His 
due except through Jesus Christ 
and it is impossible to reach Christ 
except through the Church, His 
Mystical Body. And, finally, it is 
impossible to belong to the- Church 
except through her bishops, who are 
the successors of the Apostles and 
united to their Supreme Pastor. — 
Pore JOHN XXIII, in an apostolic let- 
ter dated June 29, 1961. 


ordained by Charleston Union Pres. 
bytery a few days later, and in Av- 
gust the couple sailed for Smyrna, 
Asia Minor, as missionaries to the 
Armenians. 


The American Board of Foreign 
Missions, under which the Adgers 
served, had a policy of sending out 
missionaries for their entire lifetime. 
So when they sailed, he said he had 
enlisted “for the whole war.” But af- 
ter only 11 years of service among 
Turkey’s Armenians his failing 
health forced the couple’s return to 
the United States. 


During his service on the foreign 
field most of the missionary’s time 
was spent in working with the diff- 
cult Armenian language, first learning 
it and then translating. While he was 
there the New Testament, the Psalms 
and a book on Reformation history 
were all translated into the language 
of the people. The combination of dis- 
eases resulting from poor living con- 
ditions and the weakening of his eyes 
through extended hours of difficult 
translation work was responsible for 
the breakdown in health which sent 
him home. 


On his way back to the States the 
missionary stopped in London to rep- 
resent his Mission at an Evangelical 
Alliance conference. This was the be 
ginning of the end of his foreign serv- 
ice. Slaveholders were not admitted 
to the Alliance sessions, and he de- 
clined to represent the Mission since 
he was indirectly a slaveholder, 
through his wife’s family. 


After his return home he determin- 
ed that because the “influence of ig- 
norant New England fanaticism” had 
aroused such prejudice against slave- 
holders he would no longer be able to 
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work under the American Board. Fol- 
lowing his resignation he felt called to 
work among the Negroes of South 
Carolina, a work he continued until 
failing eyesight again curtailed his ac- 
tivities. 

He lived on his farm near Pendle- 
ton, S. C., the next five years and con- 
tinued to take an active part in the 
Presbyterian Church. He was nomi- 
nated for General Assembly moderator 
in Buffalo in 1854. 


ELECTED SEMINARY PROFESSOR 


In 1856 he was elected to the chair 
of Church History and Polity at Co- 
lumbia Seminary, and he occupied that 
post until 1874. While the Seminary 
was closed during the War years he 
remained on his farm. 


Dr. Adger was one of three pro- 
fessors who re-opened the Seminary in 
September 1865. Following his retire- 
ment he continued to be an active par- 
ticipant in the affairs of the Church, 
and the autobiography he wrote pro- 
vides valuable information on many 
controversies in the denomination’s 
early life. 


The autobiography, My Life and 
Times, was not completed before his 
death in 1899, but the chapters that 
he did write provide a clear picture of 
a career that meant much in the early 
life of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. Throughout the volume the 
author reveals his conviction that “the 
Word is our only rule” and that the 
Church should never stray from the 
Bible. 








Whether writing, teaching or preach- 
ing, Dr. Adger never missed an oppor- 
tunity to remind the Church that it 
had real power only as it followed the 
teachings of the Bible. 


* ¢+ ¢ 8 8 


(An adaptation of a paper by Ad- 
ger S. McKay, missionary to Mexico 
and formerly a student at Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga.) 





It is my observation that when men 
abandon denominational and institu- 
tional alignments, they substitute class 
and cultural and educational align- 
ments for those originally rooted in 
Christian doctrines. — Dr. DUKE K. 
McCAaLL. 





Mrs. Finebutnotmine 


(Editor’s note: Mrs. Bass is one of 
the 45 new missionary appointees 
of the Presbyterian Church, US. With 
her husband, she is now in Mexico. 
During the conference season in Mon- 
treat, N. C., she offered this personal 
testimony which we considered s0 
striking that we asked her permission 
to publish.) 


I would like for you to meet a friend 
of mine. Her name is Mrs. Finebut- 
notmine. She’s a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church of most any 
place in the United States. She’s one 
of those people you wish you had a 
dozen of in every local Women of the 
Church organization. She attends all 
the meetings, serves willingly on any 
committee, presents interesting pro- 
grams — you know the type I mean. 
But when it comes to World Missions, 
her little pat answer is, “Fine, but not 
mine. World Missions is wonderful and 
we need missionaries, but don’t even 
suggest that my children offer their 
lives for such service.” 


MARION McCALL BASS 


Perhaps you are wondering what 
this has to do with why I personally 
am going to the mission field. Basic- 
ally I am going because I love God and 
want to do what is His will for my 
life. (Mexico, as someone has said, is 
so near the United States and so far 
from God. My husband and I have be- 
come keenly aware of the need of the 
Mexicans to know the love of God as 
it flows through a living Christ.) But 
there are many little things which 
have led me in this direction. One of 
the most important is the love and un- 
derstanding of my mother and father. 


Being far from those we love is not 
easy, but my parents never attempted 
to tell the Lord what was best for their 
little girlk How many of you would 
have that attitude if your son or 
daughter, or perhaps your grandchild, 
your niece or nephew were offering 
their lives for such service? Would 
you be willing to “give of your sons to 
bear the message glorious?” 


The story is told of a group of 
women out in the mid-west who be- 


came concerned because no one had 
ever gone from their church to the 
mission field. So these women joined 
together in a prayer group to ask God 
to raise up some young men and 
women who would offer their lives for 
service on the mission field. In less 
than two years there were five volun- 
teers. In all five cases these young 
people were members of the families 
of women who had actively participat- 
ed in the prayer group. 


Are you willing to pray in this way 
— I mean REALLY pray? It’s dan- 
gerous, you know. It may result in a 
change of your attitude. It may re- 
sult in a sacrifice of your sons and 
daughters — a sacrifice of joy. I chal- 
lenge you, I dare you, to engage in 
such prayer. Pray that you won’t be 
like my friend, Mrs. Finebutnotmine. 
Pray that you may be willing to say, 
“Here am I Lord, send my son or my 
daughter, my grandchildren, my niece 
or my nephew.” Perhaps you may 
even be led to say, “Here am I, Lord, 
send ME.” 
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No. 10 in a special series of sermons on Last Things — 


Why Is A 
Final Judgment Necessary? 


When we deal with the subject of 
final judgment, we have a great many 
ideas to consider. 


We are being judged all the time, 
one person will say, and that’s all the 
judgment there is. Every man is a 
bundle of habits. All his thoughts, 
words, and actions leave their mark 
upon him and help to determine his 
future behavior. So each man judges 
himself and then here and now he 
reaps what he sows. 


We suffer in this life all we are 
ever going to suffer, says another 
person. All the hell there is a man 
gets on earth in his afflictions, disap- 
pointments, and setbacks. 


I wonder how many think in these 
sorts of terms? How desperate is the 
need for a knowledge of the Bible! 
Men need to learn that God the Judge 
will one day have to be faced, that an 
accounting must be given at last to 
Him. 

But why, someone asks, must there 
be an open and final judgment? When 
a man dies, is not his destiny then de- 
cided? Will he not then at once know 
whether for him it is heaven or hell? 
What ends are served by a day of 
final judgment? 


The Scripture passage, Matthew 25: 
31-46, opens with truly majestic words: 


“When the Son of man shall 
come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him, then shall he sit 
upon the throne of His glory; and 
before Him shall be gathered all 
nations: and He shall separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats: 
and He shall set the sheep on His 
right hand, but the goats on the 
left.” 


ROBERT STRONG. S.T.D. 


Those on the right hand of the King 
are pronounced righteous and inherit 
the kingdom prepared for them from 
the foundation of the world. 


Those on the left hand are condem- 
ned to go away into everlasting pun- 
ishment. 


Our study will proceed by these 
steps: (I) the Judge, (II) the judged, 
(III) the basis of judgment, (IV) the 
verdict. 


THE JUDGE 


Jesus claims that He will be the 
Judge of all mankind. He will return 
in person to the earth in glory and 
power. He will sit as the world’s 
judge. What an exalted claim! 


A mother recently told me that such 
passages as this had raised questions 
in her young daughter’s mind. The 
little girl had asked, “Doesn’t it make 
Jesus seem to be conceited when He 
says, ‘I am the door,’ or ‘I am King,’ 
or ‘I am the way’?” The child had 
sensed a problem which some adults 
have not yet faced. It is the problem 
of the claims of Christ. There is no 
evading it. Jesus does claim to be the 
Son of God. He does claim to be the 
judge of all. He does claim to be the 
only Saviour of the lost. Is this con- 
ceit or truth? Is this fanaticism or 
truth? If it is anything but sober 
truth, Jesus Christ is unworthy of be- 
ing listened to at all. Do not acclaim 
Him as a great teacher if an integral 
part of His teaching is false claims 
for Himself. Do not revere Him as a 
great example if He was a liar or a 
fanatic. 


Those who have met Him as Saviour 
know, without a doubt, that all author- 
ity and power are in the hands of 
Christ. He will be the Judge of all at 
the last day. 


Matthew 25 does not stand alone in 
so testifying. The parable of the wheat 
and the tares in Matthew 13 says the 
same thing: “The Son of man shall 
send forth His angels, and they shall 
gather out of His kingdom all things 
that offend, and them which do iniqui- 
ty; and shall cast them into a furnace 
of fire: there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth. Then shall the 
righteous shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father.” In the Ser- 
mon on the Mount He said: “Not every 
one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Fath- 
er which is in heaven. Many will say 
to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in Thy name?... 
And then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you; depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity.” 


Inextricably interwoven into the 
teaching of Christ is this grand theme. 
He who came in humiliation and self- 
abasement, He who came not to be 
ministered unto but to minister and 
to give His life as ransom for many, 
He who was despised and rejected, He 
is Lord and will come again as the 
world’s Judge. If men will not honor 
Him now, in that future day they will 
bow low before Him — yes, they will. 


THE JUDGED 


Who shall be judged, according to 
Matthew 25? 


All nations shall be judged. The 
phrase, “all nations” means all man- 
kind, not all kingdoms and democra- 
cies and commonwealths. This is per- 
fectly plain in the Greek original, for 
as the scene unfolds the pronouns that 
are used to describe those in the class 
called sheep and those in the class call- 
ed goats are in the masculine gender, 
whereas the word “nations” is neuter. 


PAGE 6 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / AUGUST 23, 1961 





It is people as people who stand be- 
fore Christ in this judgment. It is a 
judgment of individual persons. 


By implication the resurrection has 
already occurred, for other Scripture 
passages make it abundantly plain that 
when the Lord comes all men shall rise 
from their graves, those that have done 
good unto the resurrection of life, those 
that have done evil unto the resurrec- 
tio of condemnation (John 5:29.) 


Matthew 25 presupposes the resur- 
rection and advances at once from the 
Lord’s coming to the Lord’s sitting in 
judgment upon the whole human race. 
Christ’s return is, then, nearly im- 
mediately followed by the last judg- 
ment. The intrusion of an earthly 
millennial reign between the Lord’s 
coming and the last judgment is im- 
possible to justify from these Scrip- 
tures. 


THE BASIS OF JUDGMENT 


Matthew 25 also tells us something 
about the basis on which the judgment 
will proceed. It is evident that men 
will be judged for the deeds done in 
the body. The records will be opened 
and read. Where are those records? 
They are in the memory of God, of 
course. And they are written in our 
memories too. 


Nothing one has ever said, nothing 
one has ever done is lost. The hypno- 
tist has taught us to see that. He can 
make his subject regress and bring 
back to mind out of the depths of the 
unconscious even the events of child- 
hood. As the hypnotized subject de- 
scribes those supposedly forgotten 
scenes, he falls into the pattern of a 
child’s speech, inflections and phras- 
ing. Nothing is lost. How astonish- 
ing! 


And how terrifying! For there are 
words and deeds we should prefer 
never to be reminded of. When re- 
called, they make us inwardly writhe 
in shame. For we are sinners. The 
pride, the lies, the smut, the dishon- 
esty, the meanness, the envy, the lust, 
the covetousness, the blasphemy, the 
irreverence of our hearts and tongues 
and hands! It’s all recorded in the 
archives of our memory. In the day 
of judgment the character of every 
man will stand revealed. God knows 
it. Each man will know himself as he 
never has faced himself before. 


Robert Burns wished that each man 
could be given the gift to see himself 
as others see him. The last judgment 
will make us see ourselves as God sees 


us. There will be no self-deception 
then. Now, as Scripture says, we 
think more highly of ourselves than 
we ought to think. We compare our- 
selves with others and gain a friendly 
verdict from our self-love. We console 
ourselves, at times successfully, with 
the thought that, though we are pretty 
bad, others are worse. We may be sure 
there will be no evasions of that sort 
at the judgment. 


Matthew 25 indicates that our atti- 
tude toward Jesus Christ will be the 
decisive factor in the judgment. Serv- 
ice in the name of Christ is rewarded. 
Works that spring from that motive 








Ecumenicity? 


Many leaders of the Ecumenical 
Movement, unquestionably, are 
striving for the union of the 
Churches because they believe that 
is the will of God. But others of 
them, I fear, are trying to create 
a premature union because such 
union will create power. And what 
will be done with this power? It 
will be used to secure the kind of 
society the leaders of this united 
Church think right. And is not the 
whole essence of the Protestant 
revolt against Rome the revolt 
against the notion that a united, 
powerful Church should determine 
what is right in the political life of 
mankind? 


What is this but another total- 
itarianism masquerading as “ecu- 
menicity?” — Paul DeWitt Urbano. 








are approved. The sheep are revealed 
as sheep by this test. 


In the judgment, faith and its evi- 
dence, good works, will be searched 
for. They that are found written in 
the Lamb’s book of life are delivered 
from condemnation. It is only the 
Lamb of God that can take away sin. 
It is only the Lord Jesus Christ who 
enables one to stand at the judgment 
and not fall under an eternal sentence 
of banishment and pain. 


THE VERDICT 


Finally, we consider the verdict 
rendered at the judgment. The true 
Christian is openly accepted and en- 
ters into the eternal kingdom prepar- 
ed from before the foundation of the 
world. Of that we are to speak more 
particularly in the next sermon, which 


deals with the new heavens and the 
new earth. 


The unrighteous are banished from 
the Lord’s presence forever. But it is 
apparent that they do not all suffer in 
the same degree. Their responsibility 
is proportionate to their light or their 
knowledge or their privilege. Our Lord 
taught this in Matthew 11:20-24, 
which says in part: “Then began he 
to upbraid the cities wherein most of 
his mighty works were done, because 
they repented not: Woe unto thee, 
Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! 
. .. It shall be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon at the day of judgment, 
than for you. And thou, Capernaum 

. it shall be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom, in the day of judg- 
ment, than for thee.” This principle 
He suggests again in the parable that 
speaks of some unworthy ones being 
beaten with many stripes, of others 
receiving few stripes. The Bible is 
plain that some men are more guilty 
than others, that there will therefore 
be degrees of punishment. 


It is often asked when this line of 
thought is being developed whether 
the heathen or those who have never 
heard the Gospel of Christ are lost. A 
certain bishop of our day is outspoken 
in his belief that in ways other than 
by the preaching of the Gospel the 
“noble heathen” can be saved. Now 
the point is that there are no noble 
heathen. The Epistle to the Romans 
is perfectly plain about it that all 
have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God. Paul reasons that the 
Gentiles are lost sinners and the Jews 
are lost sinners: “There is none right- 
eous, no not one.” 


The whole world is guilty before 
God and without excuse. Gentile light 
may be less than Jewish light, but they 
have enough moral light to know they 
have sinned. If the heathen die in their 
sins, they will be judged for their sins 
in the last day. They are not lost be- 
cause they have not heard of Christ. 
They are lost because of their sins. 
Men in Christian lands or in tribes 
reached by the missionary have more 
light — quite so — and their stripes 
will be more, if they reject the offer 
of salvation. But all who are not join- 
ed to Christ by faith will be among the 
goats, the unrighteous, those on the 
Lord’s left hand, to be sent away to 
the place prepared for the devil and 
his angels. We are to make no mis- 
take about that. And so we have no 
excuse for letting down in our evan- 


(Cont. on p. 15, col. 1) 
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DITORIALS 


To Subscribe or Not To Subscribe 


The problem of subscription — how 
much of the theology of the Church 
one must subscribe to and how much 
of it one may reject — may once again 
become a vital issue in the Presbyter- 
ian Church. 


Those who have difficulty with the 
strong doctrines of the Confession of 
Faith are always raising the hoary 
argument that ministers and officers 
of the Church are required only to ac- 
cept the system of doctrine as a whole, 
but not the details of the system. They 
are careful, of course, not to spell out 
just which details they will accept and 
which they will not. 


BACK TO 1729 


The issue can be traced to 1729, 
when a measure known as the Adopt- 
ing Act was passed by what was then 
the Presbyterian Synod in America. It 
was a compromise measure drafted to 
avoid a split in the infant Church be- 
tween evangelical Presbyterians, and 
others influenced by continental the- 
ology who wanted to modify the West- 
minster Confession of Faith. The 





Dialogue Continues 


In its August 7 issue, the Pres- 
byterian Outlook, a liberal organ, 
devoted much space to the matter 
of quoting and misquoting. We just 
hope that readers of the exchange 
realize that when the Outlook quot- 
ed the Confession of Faith, it for- 
got to tell them that it was not 
quoting the Confession as now writ- 
ten, but as originally drafted in 
1647. Readers should also realize 
that the particular paragraph in 
question was rewritten by an ad in- 
terim committee in 1938 (and sent 
down to the Presbyteries at the be- 
hest of Dr. Ernest Trice Thompson, 
associate editor of the Outlook), ex- 
plicitly to avoid any confusion of 
the Protestant doctrine of the 
Church with Roman Catholic doc- 
trine. The Journal will continue to 
oppose such confusion, whether 
found in the Outlook or elsewhere. 











Adopting Act required all ministers to 
accept the Confession of Faith and 
Catechisms, but “not categorically and 
verbally.” Rather, a minister must de- 
clare his “agreement in and approba- 
tion of” these standards “as being in 
all the essential and necessary articles, 
good forms of sound words and sys- 
tems of Christian doctrine.” Any min- 
ister who did not accept any particu- 
lar part of the Confession or Cate- 
chisms might state his scruple con- 
cerning that part, and the ordaining 
body should then decide whether or not 
his scruple involved “essential and 
necessary articles of faith.’’* 


From that day to this the issue has 
smouldered sub-surface, occasionally 
erupting with greater or lesser inten- 
sity. The story of the Auburn Affirma- 
tion was essentially one of a contest 
between those who wanted doctrines 
to be specific and those who did not. 
In the Northern Presbyterian Church 
the matter came to a head in 1925 and 
was settled to the general advantage 
of the liberal wing of the Church. The 
report of a special Commission said, 
in effect, that there was too much risk 
in trying to designate certain articles 
of faith as “essential and necessary.” 
From that day on theological “liberty” 
has flourished in the (now) UPUSA 
Church. 


The US Church (Southern) has not 
to this date suffered great turmoil on 
account of the problem of subscrip- 
tion. The Assembly of 1924 (the same 
year as the Auburn Affirmation) de- 
clined to distinguish between essential 
and non-essential doctrines, in effect 
saying they were all important. That 
Assembly stated that the “clarity and 
fullness” of the Confession and Cate- 
chisms make any further “declarations 
of doctrine” unnecessary. 


However, the General Assembly of 
1939 clarified what the Church meant 
by the “system of doctrine contained 
in the Confession” to which ‘its minis- 
ters are expected to subscribe: 


The General Assembly hereby de- 
clares that it regards the acceptance 
of the infallible truth and divine 


authority of the Scriptures, and of 
Christ as very and eternal God who 
became man by being born of a vir. 
gin, who offered Himself a sacrifice 
to satisfy divine justice and recon. 
cile us to God, who rose from the 
dead with the same body with which 
he suffered and who will return 
again to judge the world, as being 
involved in the ordination vows to 
which we subscribe. 


Today it is increasingly popular to 
heap scorn — by innuendo and quibble 
— upon particulars of the Confession 
of Faith while taking refuge in the 
allegation that we are only required to 
“accept the system as a whole.” In the 
name of this principle, some are indj- 
cating disbelief in almost any and 
every detail of the system. 


One periodical representing the lib- 
eral element in the US Church has gone 
so far as to state that “not by the wild. 
est stretch of the imagination” has the 
Assembly ever intended to frown upon 
ministers and Church courts who in- 
dicate disbelief in “any statement or 
statements” in the Confession. 


In order to correct this erroneous 
belief we do not think it necessary for 
the General Assembly to distinguish 
between essential and non-essential 
doctrines. It will only be necessary to 
find a way to impress upon a small 
segment in the Church a basic prin- 
ciple of ethics: when one swears a 
solemn oath respecting the nature of 
his beliefs, he is swearing just that — 
a solemn oath. 


*L. A. Loetscher, The Broadening 
Church, p. 2. 





Crime 


U. S. crime statistics (reported on 
p. 3) are shocking, even to a genera- 
tion accustomed to shocking figures. 


The figures clearly indicate that the 
rising crime rate is not due to rising 
population growth: the crime rate has 
far outstripped the rate of population 
increase. 


Two factors would seem to be re 
sponsible for rising crime. First, there 
is the general moral decay of society 
due to the breakdown of vital religion 
and the pressure of the national and 
international situation. Against this 
breakdown the Church seems _ineffec- 
tive because the Church seems out of 
touch with Power. 
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Second, there is the wide-spread 
agitation against effective justice and 
realistic punishment. Crimes of the 
most serious sort are committed with 
relative impunity. Do-gooders among 
the clergy agitate for “forgiveness” 
instead of justice. Massive campaigns 
are waged against capital punishment. 


The social order is crumbling. Out- 
standing Christian statesmen such as 
Frank Laubach give it less than ten 
years to live. 


Only a vital renewal (in the true, 
Christian sense) of our civilization 
ean save it. But those who work for 
the essential, saving testimony of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ are voices cry- 
ing in the wilderness. Yet they must 
ery, so long as it is still day. 





‘A Sense of History’ 


This is a good phrase, one of deep 
meaning and significance. But it is 
good and significant only as it gives 
God His rightful place in history. 


More than this, history which does 
not take God into consideration is a 
continuing record of disaster. The 
dilemmas of the contemporary world 
stem from the fact that man has tried 
to live without God, or to give Him 
mere lip service. 


History, so far as man is concerned, 
is the record of events of the past. 
It is also that in which we participate 
and which will be a part of future 
records. Therefore “a sense of his- 
tory” can best be described as man’s 
consciousness of his own responsibility 
in relationship to the present and the 
future. 


With our finite minds and limited 
outlook we can in some measure sense 
the immediate. It is by the Holy Spirit 
that we become oriented to the Eternal 
and our own responsibility and re- 
lationship to Him. For us a day is 24 
hours. For God it may be as 1000 
years or 1000 years as a day. How 
vitally important then to ask Him for 
that “sense of history” which sees all 
things in their rightful relationship 
and which will enable us to glorify 
Him and enjoy Him forever! 


— L.N.B. 





“Abraham believed God and it was 
counted to him for righteousness.” — 
Galatians 2:6. To believe God is to 


trust Him. He never asks anything 
more, 


A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


EXISTING OR LIVING? 


All who populate the earth evist, 
but only those who know Jesus Christ 
as Saviour and Lord live. 


The difference between existing and 
living is the difference between mere 
physical life and spiritual life, between 
the flesh and the spirit, between that 
which is estranged from God and that 
which is reconciled to Him. 


But within the hearts of many of 
those who merely exist — whether 
savages in the jungle or socialites in 
concrete jungles — there is an un- 
expressed yearning which is never sat- 
isfied until satisfied by Christ. 


It is because Christ offers spiritual 
life to those who exist but do not live 
that the preaching of the Gospel is 
so important. To reduce the Christian 
message to ethics alone is to miss the 
heart of the matter because Christ is 
the power to transform and reforma- 
tion is not enough. 


We have in mind a night club dancer 
who only a few weeks ago heard the 
offer of salvation through Christ and 
immediately accepted Him, and with 
life there came a change of occupation. 


We think of a prominent business 
man, now the head of his nation-wide 


organization on the West Coast. Three 
years ago he made a clear-cut decision 
for Christ and with life there came 
the urge to tell others. His immediate 
superior reported him to headquarters 
as being “over zealous in religion.” 
But that report came across the desk 
of a high executive, also a Christian. 
The upshot was that this new Chris- 
tian was promoted to head the branch 
of that organization in another city 
and today, he stands as a light-house 
in his community. 


Jesus said: “IJ am come that they 
might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly.” The life 
which He gives is without stint or 
measure, it is abundant life, full of 
spiritual vigor and power. 


There is a popular phrase or say- 
ing, “Wake up and live.” But only a 
spiritual awakening brings life eternal. 
Only by regeneration do we become 
new creatures in Christ. Only through 
the new birth do we pass from exis- 
tence to life. 


And it is all the gift of God, accept- 
ed by faith and made real by the Holy 
Spirit. 








Stop existing and LIVE! 


The Surprising Beliefs 


Under the above title, Redbook mag- 
azine has just published the results of 
a partial survey of seminary students 
across the United States, in the wake 
of recent disclosures that some high 
church dignitaries no longer believe 
the ancient doctrines of the Church. 


Says Redbook magazine in its Au- 
gust issue: “(Bishop Pike’s) ‘revolt’ 
has made many a Protestant congre- 
gation sit up and take sharp notice of 
the fact that a new kind of young man 
seems to be answering the call to the 
ministry. If 47-year-old Dean Pike is 
a harbinger of the new clergyman, 
what will tomorrow’s Protestant min- 
ister be like? What kind of sermons 
will ring from the pulpit a few years 
from now? In what strange vineyards 
will we be asked to labor in God’s 
name?” 


The answers to these questions, as 
collected by Redbook, are shocking. To 
be sure the survey was only partial: 
some 100 students interviewed, mostly 
at the interdenominational seminaries 
such as Yale and Union in New York. 
Only 10 per cent were Presbyterians. 


But if the answers are not directly 
from US Presbyterians, they certainly 
indicate the nature of up-coming inter- 
Church relations and they certainly 
indicate the influences to which this 
Church is subject when it opens its 
doors and its heart to the graduates 
of Yale and Union in New York. 


According to Redbook, half of the 
students agree with Bishop Pike. Only 
44 per cent believe in the Virgin Birth. 
Only 29 per cent believe in a real 


(Cont. on p. 14, col. 3) 
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“W. H. B. SIMPSON SAYS” 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in store doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 
the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
a S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza tSore 
ee S. C. 

. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
ee Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s + + Store 
Camden, S. C. 

J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. 

J. T. Holmes, “Mer. -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
en Co. 
Kershaw, 

Cc. E. AY Mer. -Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

aw > 8. C. 

. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
re mse > 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

R. Grier Robinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
ay s. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 

R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 

J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, x 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, 
W. C. ‘Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 
GEORGIA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 

H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 


OHIO 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelley, Mgr-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 

J. A. McCaskill, Mgr-Prop. 
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By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 


|. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


Of all of Paul’s associates in his missionary travels and labors none 
was closer to the Apostle and more faithful than young Timothy— 
aman whom Paul affectionately describes as “my beloved child” 
(I Cor. 4:17; II Tim. 1:2). Something intangible seemed to draw 
these two men together, even though Timothy was somewhat young- 
er than Paul. Later, Timothy had the unique distinction of being 
the recipient of two personal letters (I and II Timothy) addressed 
tohim from the Apostle. Timothy’s life and ministry exhibit many 


admirable qualities. 


Il. GENERAL INFORMATION. 


1. His Name. Timothy’s name is made up of two 
words which mean “venerating (or worshipping) God.” 
In some places in the King James Version (II Cor. 
1:19; Phil. 1:1; Col. 1:1; I Thess. 1:1; II Thess. 1:1) 
his name is spelled Timotheus (pronounced Ti-MO- 
the-us), after the Greek original. No other Biblical 
character bears this name. 


2. His Ministry. Paul chose Timothy to accompany 
him on his second missionary journey (Acts 16:3). 
Timothy traveled with Paul to Troas, then to Philippi 
(16:12), then to Thessalonica (17:1). Timothy and 
Silas were left at Berea when the Apostle made a hasty 
escape from the Jews (17:14), but with instructions to 
join him speedily (17:15). 


Timothy rejoined Paul at Athens (I Thess. 3:2) , and 
from Athens was sent back to Thessalonica (I Thess. 
3:2). Then, returning with good news, Timothy re- 
joined Paul at Corinth (I Thess. 3:6-10). Timothy was 
in Corinth when Paul wrote his letters to Thessalonica 
(I Thess. 1:1; I Thess. 1:1). It is probable that Timo- 
thy accompanied Paul on his return to Jerusalem. 


Timothy next is mentioned while Paul, on his third 
missionary journey, was at Ephesus. Paul sent Timo- 
thy to Corinth to correct abuses before Paul wrote to 
the church there (I Cor. 4:17) . It is not known whether 
Timothy was successful in accomplishing this mission 
(see I Cor. 16:10). But it does appear that Timothy 
returned to Ephesus; from that place, preceding Paul, 
he was sent with Erastus to Macedonia (Acts 19:22), 
where Paul joined him (II Cor. 1:1). Then they went 
to Corinth (Rom. 16:21). 


_ Timothy is not mentioned in connection with Paul's 
imprisonment at Caesarea or in connection with Paul’s 
voyage to Rome. But he evidently followed Paul to 
Rome, for his name is mentioned prominently in Paul’s 
letters written during his first Roman imprisonment 
(Phil. 1:1; 2:19-23; Col. 1:1; Philem. 1). Paul wrote I 
Timothy to Timothy shortly after his release from his 
imprisonment; it appears that Timothy was then pas- 


Ml 





Lesson for September 3, 1961 


TIMOTHY, A GUARDIAN OF THE 
TRUTH (TEMPERANCE) 


Bible Material: Acts 16:1-5; 17:14-15; 
Philippians 2:19-23; I Timothy 1:1-5; 
II Timothy 1:1-8; 2:1-5,22. 


Devotional Reading: II Timothy 2:15-26 





Memory Selection: II Timothy 1:8 


tor of the church at Ephesus ({ Tim. 1:3). Paul wrote 
his last letter (II Timothy) in which he earnestly be- 
sought the young man’s early presence with him (II 
Tim. 4:9,21). It is not known definitely whether 
Timothy reached Rome before Paul’s death, but some 
have supposed (from Heb. 13:23) that Timothy came 
to Rome and was imprisoned. These are the main 
facts about Timothy’s life. 


Ill. “PAUL AND TIMOTHEUS, THE SER- 
VANTS OF JESUS CHRIST” (Phil. 1:1). 


Having reviewed briefly the main events in the Bib- 
lical record of Timothy’s life, we shall now endeavor 
to treat more fully those things that make up our les- 
son for today. 


1. “Well Reported Of By The Brethren” (Acts 16: 
1-5). This first reference to Timothy contains the fol- 
lowing information: 


a. A child of a mixed marriage. God had sternly 
forbidden Israel to intermarry with the Gentiles (Ex. 
34:16; Deut. 7:3; Josh. 23:12). Timothy’s mother was 
a Jewess by the name of Eunice (II Tim. 1:5); “from 
a babe” she had instructed her son in the Holy Scrip- 
tures (II Tim. 3:15). Timothy, like his mother, prob- 
ably became a believer during Paul’s first visit to Lys- 
tra and Derbe (Acts 14:6-23) . 


b. A youth of good report. Even later than the 
present occasion Timothy was addressed as a “young 
man” (I Tim. 4:12). This young man was esteemed 
by the Christian brothers at Lystra and Iconium. He 
was well qualified for the Christian ministry (I Tim. 
4:14; II Tim. 1:5f). It appears that Paul had some 
intimate knowledge of his qualifications (I Tim. 1:18). 


c. A man with a mission. Paul definitely desired 
to have Timothy as his companion. It is probable that 
Timothy's ordination took place at this time (I Tim. 


4:14; II Tim. 1:6). Timothy had, however, one defi- 


nite handicap: he had not yet been circumcised. Paul, 
knowing that Jews elsewhere would strenuously object 
to an uncircumcised Jew, had Timothy circumcised. 
Timothy’s circumcision was done as a matter of ex- 
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pediency, in line with I Cor. 9:20; therefore, Paul’s ac- 
tion in regard to Timothy was not inconsistent with 
his refusal to have Titus circumcised (Gal. 2:3; 5:2). 
The parents of Titus were Gentiles; but Timothy’s 
mother was a Jewess. 


2. “And Timotheus Abode There Still” (Acts 17: 
14f). Silas and Timothy were left behind when Paul 
escaped from the persecuting Jews perhaps because the 
persecution was not aimed at them. Another reason 
may have been that Timothy, being an evangelist, 
could continue the teaching work while Paul went on 
to open new fields. 


3. “For I Have No Man Likeminded” (Phil. 2:19- 
23). Here is the enviable recommendation concerning 
Timothy. Let us look at the parts: 


a. Timothy was reliable; therefore Paul wanted to 
send him on an important mission to Philippi (vv. 19, 
23). Paul needed to know the state of the Christians 
at Philippi; the only man who could adequately per- 
form this mission was Timothy. 


b. Timothy had a mind similar to Paul’s; there- 
fore, Paul knew that he would naturally take care of 
the important matters concerning the Philippian Chris- 
tians (v. 20). Timothy did not need to be told what 
to do; he would work spontaneously and unselfishly. 


c. Timothy was an experienced man; therefore, 
Paul could rest safely in the assurance that he would 
serve at Philippi faithfully just as he had served Paul 
in a father-and-son relationship (v. 22). So Timothy 
was sent to Philippi as Paul’s representative. Could 
they expect a more able and qualified man? 


4. “Unto Timothy” (I Tim. 1:1-5). The issues in- 
volved in these verses may be set forth thus: 


a. Authorship (vv. 1f). A word must be said re- 
garding the authorship of the epistles addressed to 
Timothy. It has been quite the custom in critical cir- 
cles to deny that Paul wrote these letters and to place 
them in the second century. Space does not allow us 
the opportunity of presenting and refuting the argu- 
ments advanced by the critics. In our mind, having 
thoroughly studied the whole subject, we are firmly 
convinced that Paul himself was the author of these 
epistles. 


b. Authority (v. 3). Paul, after his release from his 
first Roman imprisonment (see “General Information” 
above), requested Timothy to stay at Ephesus and 
there “command some not to be teachers of strange 
things” (Alford’s translation) . 


c. Apostasy (v. 4). These false teachers were turn- 
ing from God’s truth to “fables and endless genealo- 
gies.” The phrase “endless genealogies” may refer to 
all sorts of spiritual beings once believed to inhabit 
the spiritual world. 


d. Attainment (v. 5). Paul reminds Timothy that 
the ultimate design of the law is love (see Rom. 13:10). 
This love has three sources: (1) “out of a pure heart” 
(see Ps. 24:4; 51:10; Matt. 5:8; Acts 15:9); (2) “(out 
of) a good conscience” (see Acts 24:16; I Tim. 3:9; I] 
Tim. 1:3; Tit. 1:15; Heb. 13:18; I Pet. 3:16); (3) “(out 
of) faith unfeigned” (see Tim. 1:5). All three sources 
flow into the one river of love. 


5. “The Unfeigned Faith That Is In Thee” (qj 
Tim. 1:1-8). The statements here made concernin 
Timothy are of unusual import. Let us note the fol. 
lowing: 


a. A relationship (v. 2). Here Paul speaks of Timo. 
thy as “my beloved child” (American Version). We 
have already seen that there was a very intimate spirit. 
ual relationship between Paul and young Timothy 
(Phil. 2:20-22) . 


b. A remembrance (v. 3). Paul while a prisoner 
in Rome is faithfully remembering young Timothy jn 
his prayers daily. 


c. A reminiscing (v. 4). Paul longs to see his dear. 
ly beloved Timothy again (see II Tim. 4:9,21) ; should 
he come, his presence will fill the aged apostle with joy, 


d. A reassurance (v. 5). Paul, knowing the faith 
possessed by Timothy’s mother and grandmother (see 
Acts 16:1), is assured that the same faith dwells in the 
son. 


e. A reactivation (v. 6). Paul fatherly reminds 
Timothy that the gift of God which he possesses by 
the laying on of Paul’s hands (ordination) needs to 
be stirred up, that is, reactivated. 


f. A resource (v. 7). Paul reminds Timothy that 
the Holy Spirit given to him is not a Spirit of fearful. 
ness, but is a Spirit “of power and love and discipline” 
(American Version). Timothy has a rich heritage if 
he will only use it. 


g. A reality (v. 8). It would seem that Timothy 
was somewhat reticent about testifying for Christ and 
about standing up in defense of Paul. The Apostle 
encourages him to suffer afflictions with him in the 
ministry of the gospel. Only thus will he know the 
power of the Christian message of redemption. 


6. “Be Strong In the Grace That Is In Christ Jesus’ 
(II Tim. 2:1-5,22). These closing verses of our lesson 
suggest two main things: (1) the internal grace that is 
needed for the Christian ministry (v. 1); (2) the ex- 
ternal situations that meet the Christian minister (w. 
2-5,22). These external situations may be depicted as 
(1) the communication of the Christian message to 
others (v. 2), (2) the chastisement involved in the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ (v. 3), (3) the entire 
commitment of ourselves to Christ that we must make 
(v. 4), (4) the condition that we must observe if we 
are to succeed in our ministry, and (5) the chastity 
and consecration that the minister of Christ must ob- 
serve (v. 22). 
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Youth Pro 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


FOR SEPTEMBER 3, 1961: A DAY TO REMEMBER 
Scripture Reading—lIsaiah 58:13-14; Exodus 31:13-17 


Suggested Hymns— 
“Safely ‘Through Another Week” 
“O Day of Rest and Gladness” 


“This ls the Day the Lord Hath Made” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: When 
we say, “This is a day to remember”, we usually have 
reference to some momentous event or to some day 
that had brought great joy and blessing to our lives. 
The day about which we are talking in this program 
is to be remembered for both reasons. It commemo- 
rates & momentous event and it has brought joy and 
blessing to us and many others. The day is Sunday, 
the Lord’s Day. As a matter of fact, it commemorates 
not one but two events. We keep the day in memory 
of the rest God took upon the completion of creation, 
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FREE FOLDER 











and we keep the first day of the week specifically in 
memory of Christ’s resurrection from the dead. It is 
also a day of blessing. It provided needed rest for our 
bodies and souls, and it reminds us of the eternal rest 
which God has promised those who put their faith in 
Him and receive His salvation. It is also a reminder 
that the victory which Christ won over death when He 
arose from the grave is our victory too, when we be- 
lieve in Him. This is indeed a day to remember. 


FIRST SPEAKER: How shall we remember the 
Lord’s Day? In other words, how shall we keep it... 
how shall we observe it? We can help to keep the 
Lord’s Day properly by refusing to make it like other 
days of the week. The trend seems to be more and 
more to make Sunday a business day. Stores and other 
places of business are kept open and Sunday commerce 
is encouraged. Even those establishments which would 
prefer to remain closed on the Sabbath feel they are 
forced to stay open in order to get their share of Sun- 
day business. The problem could be solved very easily 
if people would refuse to purchase goods and to do 
business on Sunday. It is very doubtful that Sunday 
business would prove profitable if only the non-Chris- 
tians in America were engaged in it. Christians and 
church members seem to think that since the stores 
are already open they may as well take advantage of 
the convenience and do some of their buying then. 
Every time a Christian buys something on Sunday, he 
is casting his vote to keep the stores open, and he is 
partly responsible for depriving those who work in the 
stores of their right to Sunday rest and worship. 


We can help keep the Sabbath by refusing to make 
of it a holiday. One television program for children 
refers to Sunday as “Funday.” It seems that a great 
many Americans, perhaps a majority, think of Sunday 
only as a day for entertainment and recreation. Many 
churches close down their youth programs for the sum- 
mer months because practically all their members 
spend Sunday afternoons and evenings, if not the 
whole weekend, in swimming and boating. Recreation 
is not wrong in itself, but it becomes wrong when it 
takes the place of spiritual renewal and of honor paid 
to God. 


The positive way of making the Lord’s Day different 
is to use it for a day of physical rest and spiritual re- 
freshment. When we say “physical rest” we are not 
suggesting that Christians should spend the day loafing 
or in bed. We mean they should take a rest from the 
regular employments of the rest of the week. When 
we say the day should be used for spiritual refresh- 
ment, we mean reading, prayer, meditation, and espe- 
cially the worship of God in church. The early Chris- 
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tians kept the Lord’s Day with the public worship of 
God, and this is essential for us. 


The Fourth Commandment says, “Remember the 
Sabbath Day to keep it holy.” Keeping it holy means 
making it separate or different from other days. As we 
have seen, we do this by refraining from weekday ac- 
tivities and by dedicating the day to rest and worship. 


SECOND SPEAKER: Why should we keep this one 
day separate from the others? In the first place, we 
should keep it because God has said that we should. 
This is not just an arbitrary commandment. God de- 
sires and deserves our praise, and keeping Sunday holy 
gives us a needed opportunity to honor Him. When 
we fail to keep the Sabbath, we are failing to honor 
God as we should. A leaflet prepared by The Lord’s 
Day Alliance tells of a conversation between Sam Hig- 
ginbottom and an Indian Prince during the First World 
War. Said the prince: “Do you know why God is pun- 
ishing the Christians by letting them fight and destroy 
one another as they are? I'll tell you. If I paid as 
slight attention to my religion as most Christians do 
to theirs, I would expect my God to punish me.” Then 
he said he had built two churches for the British of- 
ficials in his princedom. For their sakes also he closed 
his offices on Sundays. But services were held in those 
churches only once a quarter and the usual occupation 
of the Britishers on Sunday was hunting, boating, ten- 
nis, racing, or playing cards. “If you ask me,” said the 
prince, “why God is punishing the Christians, I say 
there is your answer.” 


We should keep the Lord’s Day as He wants it kept 


for our own good. Our bodies and minds need a day 
of rest each week. Once an attempt was made to do 
away with the day of rest in an atheistic society, but 
the people could not endure it. The tension under 
which we live in modern society makes it all the more 
important that we have a regular day of rest. It is also 
essential to our well being that we have a time of spirit. 
ual refreshment as well as physical rest. Man is a 
spiritual being, not just a physical animal, and his 
spirit must be renewed through worship and study, 
This is why Jesus said, “The Sabbath was made for 
man.” 


We should keep the Sabbath holy because that is a 
way we can witness to our Lord and Saviour. The way 
we keep the Lord’s Day is an indication of our devo. 
tion to the Lord. It is a sign of our relation to Him, 
When we keep the Lord’s Day, we are saying to the 
world that we belong to the Lord and that He is im. 
portant to us. Young people can bear an especially 
effective witness in this way not only to other young 
people but to adults as well. 


in Europe, the failure to remember the Lor 

and keep it separate has been the first step toward moral 
and spiritual decline and decay. Let us determine that 
for our part we shall never take that step. 


Closing Prayer 


PROGRAM LEADER: In many societies, — 
’s Day 





I know no blessing so small as to be reasonably expect- 


ed without prayer, nor any so great but may be attained 
by it.—South. 





«an illogical 
theology | 
lands one 

in illogical 
situations.” 
Dorothy Sayers 


All the tested logic of the Re- 
formed faith undergirds the 
church school lessons you find in 
our Presbyterian literature. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. 
BOX 1176, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


EDITORIAL—tfrom p. 9 


heaven and hell. Only 46 per cent be- 
lieve in the physical resurrection of 
Jesus. Only 2 per cent are interested 
in preaching on “original sin.” Belief 
in the immortality of man also ranks 
as a major tenet for only 2 per cent. 
And only 1 per cent are convinced that 
there will be a second coming of Christ. 


Says Redbook: “On the whole, then, 
tomorrow’s minister veers away from 
a fundamentalist interpretation of his 
faith; he tends to put less stock in a 
literal belief in many Biblical events 
than he does in the broad principles 
that derive from these events; he has 
little patience with many of the the- 
ological problems that rocked the Prot- 
estant Church in times past.” 


In 1740, Gilbert Tennent rocked the 
Colonies with a sermon, “The Danger 
of an Unconverted Ministry.” Appat- 
ently the danger that a congregation 
will get an unconverted minister has 
not passed. 





God’s work, done in God’s way, will 
never lack God’s supply. — HUDSON 
TAYLOR. 
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LAST THINGS’—from p. 7 


gelistic and missionary efforts. We 
must do all we can, we must with 
might and main support the work of 
heralding the good news of salvation. 


Let us also take note of the fact 
that the verdict is for eternity: “And 
these (the condemned) shall go away 
into everlasting punishment; but the 
righteous into life eternal.” There is 
no shortening of the sentence of the 
former, as there is no limit to the 
duration of the blessedness of the lat- 
ter. The verdict is everlasting. 


What a solemn message is that of 
the Gospel! We are not dealing just 
with principles of psychology. We are 
not merely studying how to adjust to 
the problems of life. Our concern is 
not primarily with avoiding tensions, 
antagonisms, poisonous resentments. 
Christianity is insistent that we know 
of God’s love, love so great that the 
Son of God was sent into the world to 
be our Saviour. It is the height of 
folly to argue, to quibble, or to trifle. 
Accept the gracious offer God makes 
and receive eternal life through faith 
in His Son, thus never to come into 
condemnation, for you will have passed 
from death unto life. Settle the ques- 
tio now, so that the judgment need 
hold no terror for you. 


It is reported that when Handel at 
work on The Messiah came to write 
the music for Isaiah 53:5 — “He was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chas- 
tisement of our peace was upon him; 
and with his stripes we are healed” — 
he was so moved that he rested his 
head on the table and wept like a child. 
No wonder. That is a proper reaction 
for one confronted with the self-sacri- 
fice of the Son of God. 


He is the Saviour. He loved us and 
gave Himself for us. He died for our 
sins. Eternal salvation is God’s gra- 
cious offer to those who will have His 
Son as their Saviour. What an offer! 
Let us accept it. What a Saviour! 
Let us trust Him. What a religion! 
Let us glory in it — because of its 
cross and its Christ and its gift. 


* * &£ * #* 


Dr. Strong is pastor of the Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. 





Our most splendid deeds have been 
often spoiled by the meanness of the 
motives that prompted them. — F. B. 
Meyer, 


Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
ADVENTURES IN THE WILDERNESS 


11. Preparations for the Journey 
DO YOU KNOW—What was at the head of the procession as 


the Israelites journeyed? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Numbers 10:33. 
WHAT DOES THIS VERSE SAY about the ark of the 


covenant? 
THING TO REMEMBER: The Holy Spirit is always with us. 
Read John 14:16,17 and I Corinthians 3:16. 


- $$ & & 


THE CLOUD COVERS THE TABERNACLE 
Exodus 40:17,34,35 
Numbers 9:15,16 


covered it, 

of the Lord filled the Tabernacle so that 
was not able to enter. The covered 
it by day and it had the appearance of __ __ __ __ at night. 


THE PASSOVER IS KEPT 


When the Tabernacle was set up a 
and the 


Exodus 12:12,13,29 
Numbers 9:1-5 


“F”’ if it is false.) 


__— When the Lord saw the blood on the houses of the 
Israelites in Egypt, He passed over them. 

_____. The Lord commanded the people to keep the Passover. 

__— The people refused to obey God. 


__ The first Passover out of Egypt was at Sinai. 
THE CLOUD IS TAKEN UP Numbers 9: 15-17; 10:2,12,33 


(Write ““T” if the sentence is true; 


(Write the correct answer after each question) 


What covered the Tabernacle? 

What called the people together? 
Where had the Israelites been for a year? 
What went before the people? 














+ $$ & 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Who carried the Ark? Look 
up Numbers 4:5,6,15. 


(Adapted from “Adventures in the Wilderness’, Copyright 
1959 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, California.) 
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MINISTERS 


E. H. Carleton from Selma, Ala., 
to Marion Junction, Ala. 

C. M. Voyles from China Grove, 
N. C., has accepted a call to the 
Hollywood and Chicod Churches of 
Greenville, N. C., effective Sept. 1. 
M. Douglas Harper, Huntsville, 
Texas, will become pastor of St. 
Andrew’s church, Houston, Texas, 
Sept. 1. 

Ross B. Kirven from Durham, N. C. 
to Fort Smith, Ark. 

Robert A. Dobbins, Jr., from Elber- 
ton, Ga., to the Purity church, 
Chester, S. C. 

Dan F. Goodwin, Jr., from 
land, Texas, to the 
church, Shreveport, La. 
Francis Holt from Bowie, Texas, 
to the Seagraves, Texas, church. 
John C. Bailey (H.R.) from Sum- 
merton, S. C., to Hendersonville, 
N. C. 

Sterling J .Edwards from Augusta, 
Ga., to Alexandria, Va. 

Herbert A. Miller from St. Louis, 
Mo., to the First Church, Pensa- 
cola, Fla., Sept. 1. 

David H. Coblentz from Clover, S. 
C., to the Jamestown church, Wil- 
liamsburg, Va., Sept. 1. 

John T. Newton, Jr., has resigned 
as pastor of the Cave Spring and 
Miller churches, Rome, Ga., in ord- 
er to take graduate work at Emory 
University. 

H. Grady James from Hugo, Okla., 
to Poteau, kla. 


ELDERS 


Mid- 
Broadmoor 


M. G. Taylor, long time elder and 
since 1950 Clerk of Session of the 
Mt. Pleasant, S. C., church, died 
June 24, 1961. 





LETTERS 
TRAIN UP A CHILD... 


In all the publicity attending the 
retirement of Dr. C. Darby Fulton as 
Executive Secretary of the Board of 
World Missions, and the election of 


Dr. T. Watson Street as his successor, 
an interesting coincidence in the back- 
ground of these men underscoring the 
value and effectiveness of Child Care 
programs in the Church has been over- 
looked. 


Dr. Fulton’s father was reared in the 
Thornwell Orphanage, Clinton, 8. C. 
Dr. Street is a product of the Presby- 
terian Home for Children, Talladega, 
Ala. It would be impossible to calcu- 
late the benefit, both actual and po- 
tential, which the Church has thus 
accrued from its support of its Homes 
for children. 


—(Rev.) D. J. Cumming 
Nashville, Tenn. 





TEACHING THE BIBLE IN S.S. 


I married a Methodist and joined 
the Methodist church where we live. 
. . . My husband and I were asked to 
take the job of counselors to the 
Junior High group. ... We discover- 
ed after the first couple of years of 
trying to use the denominational liter- 
ature provided for us that we were 
not making the progress we wanted 
and had prayed for with the young 
people. This literature made no allow- 
ance for the leading of the Spirit — 
it was not Bible centered and tended 
to be socialistic. 


With reluctant permission from the 
DCE and pastor at that time we 
changed to the International Lesson 
— adapting it to the young people — 
for the most part sticking to the 
Bible. What a glorious change took 
place! What a wonderful relationship 
developed between us and the young 
people! Best of all, the Holy Spirit 
was there leading us and filling us un- 
til each meeting became a blessing to 
all of us. 


Within the next few years we had 
seven decisions to go into full time 
Christian service. Three of these were 
young boys who felt the call to the 
ministry. This was something this 
church had never had before! Mean- 
while, the church changed pastors and 
added to its staff a Minister of Edu- 
cation. 


One Sunday evening, after church, 
one of our young people in a class 
which had been experimenting with 
some brand new denominatienal Jun- 
ior High literature criticized it in 
front of our Minister of Education. 
We were present also. After roundly 
telling this young person off he turn- 
ed to my husband and me and said he 


wanted us to stop teaching the Bible 
immediately (in the form of the Inter- 
national Lessons or otherwise) and use 
only the correct denominational liter. 
ature provided, and if we couldn't fol. 
low his orders he would have the com. 
mission on education remove us. 


He later told this same young per. 
son that the idea that the Bible jg 
God’s Word was just something we 
had taught him and that he would out- 
grow it — that the Bible was written 
by men and full of mistakes! You can 
imagine how we have felt, and what 
a furore this has caused in our young 
people. ... 


We have since found out that this 
idea about the Bible is widespread 
even in orthodox Churches and that 
Church literature has gotten away 
from the Bible. In fact, it seems that 
much of this is being taught in the 
seminaries to our young ministers... . 
God bless you for boldly printing the 
truth. 


—Mrs. James B. Orders, Jr. 
Greenville, S. C. 


The attention which the Journal 
has been giving to the new curricu- 
lum of the US Church is our effort to 
see that churches will not have to 
turn away from the denominational 
literature when it appears in order to 
get real Bible study. — Ed. 





POTPOURRI 


I consider the Journal worth even 
more than the subscription price and 
I don’t want to miss a single copy... 
No other publication gives Presby- 
terians such good reporting and every 
issue is full of good reading and valv- 
able information. More power to you. 


—J. H. Laughlin, Sr. 
Decatur, Ga. 


Thank you. “Power” is sometimes 
dependent upon available cash.—Ed. 





‘EDITOR'S DESK’—from p. 2 


these production methods displace 
many workers. ... (This) is not a 
problem which either employers o 
unions can solve alone. This task in- 
volves fiscal and monetary policies and 
other economic measures.” 





We can get so heavenly minded that 
we are of no earthly use. 
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